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Here, too, perhaps, the poetic and mystical in the Chinese
is contrasted with the practical and secular. It is a com-
bination which makes an individual or a nation great.

THE SPIRIT OF EARLY CHINA
L FROM THE SHIH-CHING

(a) Shen-nimgi Emperor and God of Agriculture (2838-2008 B.C.)

That my harvest land thrives

All my farmers rejoice:
With lute and with tambour

The Farm-God we voice;
As we pray for sweet rain
On our millet and grain,

May a harvest of children
Make blessed our wives.

(b) The LordJbwe

Majestic is the Lord On High
Over-ruling the world with wisdom:
He sends his Four Quarters
To test the souls of men,

(c) He rewards King Wen

The Lord on High heard of King Wen's goodness. He was
pleased and gave his high command to King Wen to slay the Ying.

(d) King Wen's Reward

King Wen has gone on high:
He lives in glory above,
His goings and his coinings
Are to the Divine Presence.

(e) The Cry of the Poor

How free are the wild geese on their wings,

And they find rest on the bushy yu trees!

But we, ceaseless toilers in the king's service,

Cannot even plant our millet and rice.

What will our parents have to rely on ?

O thou distant and azure Heaven!

When shall all this end ?             (Pt: I, Bk. X, viii.)